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President’s rePort

Hello to all members and welcome to the 
Autumn edition of Topspin.  

As I sit here and wonder what would be 
an appropriate thing to write given the 
current situation that has beset the world 
ie the Corona Virus pandemic, I suppose 
we can at least be thankful that we had a 
good start to the year with plenty of sun-
ny days and lots of tennis being played.

From the excitement of the Australian 
Open, which no doubt inspired us to lift 
our own personal playing standards, to 
the Club’s salute to our nation on Austra-
lia Day, and of course Andy’s retro tennis 
tournament where the cringeworthy ten-
nis outfits were perhaps more the talking 
point than the quality of tennis (How did 
they ever play with those racquets? Or 
more importantly with those shorts??).  
No names shall be mentioned here…

Shortly after, the Club held it’s Open Day 
on Sunday 23rd February.  The Club put 
on a great show with plenty on offer in-
cluding a bouncy castle, tennis serve 
speed tracker, free coaching, a member-
ship stall, face painting, a sausage sizzle, 
and a raffle.  Whilst the numbers were a 
little down on last year, it was pleasing to 
see that our efforts were not all in vain 
with many visitors showing an interest 
in becoming members, enrolling in class-
es, or just wanting to find out a bit more 
about the Club.  On that basis I consider 
this a great success for the Club.  I wanted 
to offer a huge thank you to all of those 
who volunteered their time on the day: 
those who were involved in the organisa-
tion and setup, the coaching, the tending 
to the various activities, the nourishment 
of people, and the general welcoming of 

visitors, and of course the packing up.  It 
was truly wonderful to see our members 
work so well together to make this a suc-
cess!

And right now we would have been gear-
ing up to commence our Club Champion-
ships tournament.  But unfortunately, the 
world has changed for us all over the past 
few weeks.  Difficult decisions have had 
to be made about our beloved sport and 
indeed our Club organised activities over 
the past two weeks.  I can assure you that 
these were not easy decisions to make 
and I realise that they may be unpopular 
decisions for many.  But rest assured that 
they were made with the broader com-
munity in mind and that these actions 
were taken to protect those in our Club 
who are most vulnerable. 

With that in mind, I look forward to the 
day when this dark cloud disappears from 
our midst and we can all come back and 
play the sport we love most and social-
ise with our friends at Floreat Park Tennis 
Club.  

In the meantime, I ask you all to look out 
for one another and take care of your-
selves and your loved ones.  



CoronAVirUs AdViCe 

With these difficult times for everyone, I just wanted to reassure everyone that 
everything at the club will be run according to the latest Government Depart-
ment of Health guidelines.

We will also continue to monitor the advice from Tennis Australia. 

The Clubhouse will be closed during this time so please use the outside toilet and 
use the sanitizer before and after use.

All group coaching programs have been suspended indefinitely. I am is still run-
ning private lessons. This will be a personal choice for the other club coaches to 
make with their clients so please confirm directly with them.

The 2 water cooler/drink fountains will not be available so please ensure you 
have brought enough water with you if coming to the club.

In the meantime please follow these guidelines:

•	 We ask that only one parent attends the session. Therefore siblings to stay 
away

•	 Stay at home if you are feeling  unwell
•	 Stay home if you are experiencing symptoms or believe you may have been 

in contact with someone with Coronavirus.
•	 Players should refrain from contact so no high fives or handshakes
•	 Please cover your moth when sneezing or coughing
•	 The tubes to pick up balls will not be available (bend your knees!)
•	 Please enforce the 4 metre distance rule

As these guidelines are changing daily so will FPTA’s response to accommodate 
them. 

If you have any questions regarding any of the above please do not hesitate to 
call Andy on

0450 040 960 or email andrew@floreatparktennisacademy.com

STAY SAFE and WELL
Andy Mackechnie

Club manager/Head Coach

Floreat Park Tennis Academy





AroUnd tHe CLUB

I have to apologise for my tardiness.I was ready to re-launch the Topspin for 
2020 and then all hell broke loose and I kinda lost my mojo. I am finding it dif-
ficult to put much order to this edition so please just bear with me and enjoy 
the following photos and snippets. Fingers crossed the June edition will be full 
of future events Andy will have planned to get us back on the courts. - Leonie

You may have noticed new outdoor chairs to replace the old ones which had 
reached the end of their life. Modifications have been made to the bar cabine-
try and installation of an additional fridge solely for Andy’s bar use. There has 
also been new signage to the bar, court entry gates and main entrance. Looks 
great!

Additional electrical circuits have been installed for the kitchen, lounge and bar 
areas to overcome power issues experienced when a number of appliances are 
operated simultaneously.

Many thanks to Fred Santich for his efforts in making the above happen! (and 
thanks Phil for this report)

AUstrALiA dAY 

There were about 20 members gathered at the club to celebrate Australia Day 
2020. After tennis everyone tucked into a fabulous breakfast of freshly baked 
croissants and fruit.

Lesley started off the fun by asking each person to say where they were born 
and how long they had lived in Australia. It was extremely interesting to find 
out how multi cultural our club is. This was followed by the traditional singing 
of the National Anthem. What a great start to Australia Day!

It takes an army of volunteers to keep our 
fabulous club running. There is a lot of 
work done by these amazing people which 
goes un-noticed and un-thanked because it 
looks like it just happens.

Thanks Keable!! What a Champ!



retro dAY

What a unique and challenging concept! This was a lot of laughs with ev-
eryone getting into the “retro” spirit. There were plenty of head bands and 
things that can never be “unseen” (thanks Michael!) And who knows how 
Glenn managed to keep his hair on as he channelled his inner Agassi!

Check out the photo board at the club for more giggles!

A photo of Sunday social 
tennis guys. They were 
drinking champagne for 4 
birthday boys. Noel’s birth-
day on 23rd Dec, Boon’s on 
24th, Terry’s on 27th and 
Denis’s on 31st December.

Happy Birhday fe l las !



PennAnt neWs

Unfortunately the first thing to report is that the Pennant Team Wind Up scheduled 
for the 4th April has been cancelled. Any money already paid will be refunded.

FPTC was very well represented during the 2019/2020 Summer Pennants season 
with good results across the divisions.

There were 7 Junior teams, 9 Womens and 4 Mens teams participating. Sadly many 
teams finished in the top 4 but the finals were cancelled. 

____________________________________________________________________

Monday Night Ladies Fast 4 Div 1 – Helen McCready (Captain)

This is the second time we have all played together and have had another great sea-
son. Our team, consisting of Helen McCready, Judith Anderson, Elena Holt, Tanya 
Bernado and Jenny Morgan, have sat on top or second on the ladder for the season. 
Early on we lost our talented number one player, Tanya, after she announced the 
exciting news that she was pregnant.….. Though on the tennis front we have sorely 
missed her amazing slice and speed on the court! Big thanks to Jenny for stepping 
in for us or many occasions and it’s a pity that the season has been postponed so 
close to the finals. 

Saturday Men’s Div 12 -  Vincent Yip (Captain)

The season has been going well for us.  We are set for the First game of Finals in 
2nd position behind Reabold (6 points behind) and with 44 points clear of the 3rd 
team.  Great performance and a great thanks to all the players involved.

Thursday Night Womens Open Div 5



MontHLY MUG Winners

The winner of the Monthly Mug 2019 overall was Chris Gagliardi. Denise Cra-
mer was the 1st winner for 2020 and Paul Courtis is on a hat trick having won 
February and March.

JACKie’s 18tH BirtHdAY PArtY

Jackie Yip FPTC’s new junior coach, celebrated her 18th birthday at the club in 
February. Andy co-ordinated the event by organising Jackie’s mates into teams 
to compete in various events such as basketball, golf, giant Jenga and darts to 
name a few. It was a lot of fun. 



AtP CUP

The ATP Cup held in Perth in January 2020 is almost a distant memory in light of 
everything that is happening in the world.

Many FPTC members took advantage of the visiting international teams to see 
players such as Medvedev, Agut and Khachanov to name just a few in action.

And who could forget the mighty Rafael Nadal. 

Some of the members were lucky enough to get up close and personal with 
members of the Italian team.

BUsso - MArCH LonG WeeKend



soMetHinG to LiGHten YoUr Mood..........

You can always rely on the Aussies to come up with some new slang words:

Sanny –hand sanitizer, In iso – self isolation, The Rona – self explanatory and Mag-
pie – supermarket hoarder

In a sentence: Me boss tested pozzie for the rona so now Im in iso. Popped down 
to Woolies for some sanny but its been bloody magpie’d!

2020 Cancelled

After careful consideration, we have decided that it is no longer in the best interests of 
everyone involved to proceed with 2020.

While we recognize that a lot of hard work has gone into preparing for 2020, if we are 
honest it has turned into a bit of a s***show and we feel it is best to just call it off.

We understand that some of you were looking forward to seeing what cruel and peculiar 
cluster foxtrot of a disaster 2020 would throw up next. But on balance we believe it is 
probably best not to find out.

We will instead start afresh with 2021 on Monday.

Our plan is to deliver a more enjoyable year, similar to say 2016, which everyone thought 
was the absolute worst year of all time, but in retrospect was a walk in the park.

See you all next year!



SKIN CHECK DOCTOR  We are a boutique skin cancer clinic specialising in early detection 
and management of skin cancers.  Our medical director DrGlenn Liew has been involved in skin 
cancer since 1996 and is fully certified for dermatoscopy and skin cancer surgery. 

At SCD we offer a unique personalised service where our doctor performs all Total Body Skin 
Checks, biopsies and excisions so there is always total continuity of 
care. We have been endorsed by Melanoma WA for the level of service 
that we provide.  

For all skin check appointments with Dr Liew please call 61610661. 
SCD offers all full members of Floreat Park tennis CLUB A 10% 

Having founded Abel McGrath, and after 13 years of phenomenal growth and 
award-winning success, I am proud to announce our re-brand. Abel McGrath the 
Property People, Leederville and Subiaco and now Cottesloe, will now be simply Abel 
Property. Our merger with Olifents real estate in Cottesloe, allows us to fully service 
the greater Western Suburbs and beyond. 

We are in the People business. Yes we sell and manage property, but it is our passion 
and skill for working with real people -sellers, 
buyers, landlords and tenants, that set us apart. 
We truly believe that our success can only be 
achieved through your success. YOU are the 
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VICE CAPTAIN
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CLUB MANAGER/HEAD COACH
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SECRETARY
Helen McCready

WEST COAST AUDIOLOGY, Wembley Downs is an independent hearing service established 
in 2006 with the goal of offering independent, superior quality, professional hearing services 
with care, dedication, enthusiasm, honesty and integrity.  Our services are provided in a state 
of the art clinic which is equipped with the highest level sound booths, latest diagnostic testing 
technology, and latest hearing aid fitting and verification tools.  Being independent allows our 
highly trained university trained Audiologists to provide superior hearing aid products and 
services.  Please call for more information or phone 9245 5455 for 
an appointment. GP referrals and self-referrals are welcome.

West Coast Audiology 

Crestwood Building, U6-23 Bournemouth Cres., 

MORE SPONSORS ALWAYS WELCOME


