
Topspin
September 2019

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 6 October  Monthly Mug   2.30pm

Sunday 13 October  Battle of the Coaches  4.30pm – 7.00pm

Saturday 19 October  Play N Stay   5.00pm

Friday 25 October  Games Night   7.00pm

Sunday 3 November  Monthly Mug   2.30pm

Sunday 1 December  Monthly Mug   2.30pm

Saturday 7 December Christmas Party             Details to follow

The Newsletter of the Floreat Park Tennis Club published every 3 months



Editorial
Wow! Look out tennis fanatical sandgropers! Spanish tennis 
megastar Rafael Nadal will make his first trip to WA after 
Spain was drawn in one of the groups to be played in Perth 
for the inaugural ATP Cup in January.  Also making the trip 
to the most isolated city in the world is the 2019 US Open 
Final runner up (to Rafa), Daniil Medvedev. 

More than $22 million in prize money and ATP ranking points will be on the line for the tournament, 
which will kick off the 2020 world tennis season. Each tie is comprised of two singles and one 
doubles match.

Australia will play in Brisbane against Germany, Greece and Canada after being drawn in Group 
F, where world No.1 and seven-time Australian Open winner Novak Djokovic will lead Serbia into 
battle against France and South Africa. 

Swiss star and 20-time grand slam champion Roger Federer could clash against Andy Murray after 
Switzerland were drawn alongside Great Britain and Belgium in Group C in Sydney. 

Eight countries that win through the group stages in the three Australian cities will then play in 
the ATP Cup Final Eight in Sydney, which will feature quarterfinals over two days, semifinals and 
a final. 

The WA Premier said there would be no quokka selfie for Rafael but perhaps a swim with the 
dolphins in his electorate of Rockingham. 

FPTC could surely entice some of the visiting tennis stars to our courts with a promise of a hit on 
our newly –surfaced courts followed by some shrimps on the barbie and a cold beer!

This ATP Cup tournament is meant allay the disappointment of the axing of the Hopman Cup 
Tournament.  Lets hope it delivers with sell out sessions and bums on seats in the corporate 
boxes.

The tournament runs from January 3-8, 2020 at RAC Arena
                                                                                  Leonie Edwards



Presidents Report
Robert Nakhoul

Hello to all members and welcome to the Spring edition of Topspin. 
I would like to start by thanking all of you who attended the recent 
AGM.  And thank you for the opportunity to once again serve you 
as President of our great tennis club for the coming year.  It is 
truly an honour and a privilege.  And many thanks to our outgoing 
committee members who have served our Club well over the past 
year:

• Nicki Davies  (Captain)
• Glenn Liew (Vice-Captain)
• Pip Long (Vice-Captain)

And congratulations and welcome to the new members of the committee:
• Osman Hadziomerovic (Captain) 
• Michelle Kelly (Vice-Captain)
• Vincent Yip (Vice-Captain)

I hope that all Club members support our new committee in helping to make Floreat Park Tennis Club an even 
better place.

I am also pleased to announce that the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety recently advised 
their acceptance of our Club Rules as voted upon at the Special General Meeting of the 15th June this year.  
Therefore, we are now operating under these new Rules and these will be published on our website hopefully 
in the near future for everyone’s reference.

Now that these Club Rules have been accepted, work will start soon on By-laws for the Club, which will define 
the day-to-day workings of the Club. This will hopefully aid current and future committee members to more 
quickly come up to speed with how the Club operates. 

In other news, the Club is pleased to announce that we now have an EFTPOS facility and this is currently being 
implemented.  After resolution of a few issues related to weak Wi-fi connectivity, I am pleased to announce 
that the Club now has the ability to take membership payments, pennant fees, and bar purchases through this 
facility.  As this facility is new, training of personnel is required to ensure smooth operation.  I therefore request 
a little bit of patience whilst everyone comes up to speed with this new device.

And thank you to all who attended the recent Club quiz night.  It’s 
great to see that our Club is full of people eager to show off their 
intellect.  Many thanks to Denise Cramer and the Social Committee 
for organising this very enjoyable event together with our MC Fred 
Santich and our judges Michelle Kelly and Garry Briggs.

And now that the weather has seemingly turned to those 
glorious spring days that Perth is so well known for, I look 
forward to hopefully seeing you all on court or in the Club 
House!

Rob



Captains Report
Osman Hadziomerovic

As the new club’s Captain I just wanted to say “Hi” to all our club members.
 
First of all, thanks to everyone for trusting me and my team to give us the opportunity to resolve any issues 
which may arise by our members. This is why I would encourage all members to come forward with any 
suggestions or issues to me or our vice captains - Michelle Kelly, Scott Bulloch and Vince Yip. 

As we all know, there are many complaints about the Saturday social games - someone is unhappy with 
gradings, the other played too many sets with same players and so on. 
We are diligently searching for an appropriate computer program to organise the sets automatically. There are 
a few options available but these will also require revising the gradings as well. This is our first task which we 
need to address as soon as possible. 

We also would like to promote our club as a “Friendly club”. To achieve this we will endeavour to initiate Inter 
Club friendly matches (home and away match) with as many clubs as possible around Perth and country 
areas as well. Tennis is a great social sport and you get to know new "crazy tennis people". 
A possible option would be to play on a Sunday arvo 
with teams of between 6 and 10 men and ladies 
players. This would depend on the numbers of players 
interested.

Of course, summer pennants are just around the 
corner and interest for it is growing. Nominations are 
now closed. 

A big shout out of thanks to Anne and Denise for 
co-ordinating and administration work for the Senior 
teams and a big thanks to Conor who managed the 
junior teams.

So, this is 'on our plate' at the moment, but as I said, 
please feel free to come forward with any suggestions 
that you may have. That would be very much 
appreciated. 

So to that effect, we look forward to an enjoyable 
season of tennis.
 
Cheers 
Osman



The new members to end August 2019 are:

- Gavin Bell
- Lucy Cregan
- Cris Gagliardi 
- Denise Brierley

We have 135 members as of the end of August with many more still to bring their membership 
up to date in September, so we are making progress (about 70 or so to go). It is really exciting to 
welcome new members to the club and seeing many of them involved in our social tennis. 

If there are queries on membership or you want to update your e-mail address, please contact me 
(Russell) at fptc.members@gmail.com.  

I am pleased to take up my role as membership coordinator again for this club year and am enjoying 
understanding all that is involved in running a club and connecting with the many members. 

I would like to thank all of you that have paid your 
memberships to date - you make my job much easier. 

Russell

Membership Report
Russell Ward

Tennis
can help you  
stay on your feet®

Balance 
Playing tennis requires you to take off 
and land on one foot, counter balance 
and control your body, challenging your 
balance.

Strength 
Tennis keeps the core, arms and lower 
body strong so the muscles can hit the 
ball more efficiently. 

Endurance
Tennis involves continuous movements 
over multiple sets which increases your 
heart rate and breathing.

Agility
Tennis requires you to react quickly 
to speed up, slow down and change 
direction in a small area. 

Power 
Tennis involves short and fast 
movements which help our muscles 
stay strong and quick.

Coordination
Tennis requires hand-eye coordination 
and coordination of the lower and 
upper body to hit the ball with accuracy 
and speed.

Cognition
Tennis is a tactical game and involves 
quick decision making, helping us to 
train our brain.

To get involved with tennis visit  
www.tennis.com.au/wa or speak 
to your local council to find  
a public court near you.
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Wesley Huang, Isaac Hogan & Ryan Tan – U/14

JUNIOR UPDATE

On Saturday 20th July the winners of the Boys U12 and Boys U14 Winter 2018 pennant teams were 
presented with their medals and their winning plaque. Congratulations to the boys involved.
 

  Club Managers 
Report

Andy Mackechnie

Patrick Knight and Josh Leong - U/12

Wesley Huang – R/U Jnr boys club champ Kunj Patel winner Jnr boys champ



Coaches Corner
Some news on the Coaching team.

 I am happy to inform you we have a new coach who will be joining the team from Term 4.

Meritxell (Meri) has just recently finished playing on the Professional Tour and is from Barcelona. She has 
come to Australia for study and to teach tennis.

Having played at such a high level her experience will be a great addition to the team.

Meri will be down playing social in the next couple of weeks and is available to book for a lesson now.

With plenty of Pennants teams, Junior & Senior having been entered, hopefully we will have another 
successful season. Look out on the blackboard to see which teams are playing and cheer them on!

Coaches tip

Return of Serve

The return of serve is a unique stroke. Because the ball is coming from a much higher point it is unlike a 
normal Forehand or Backhand.

Because of this it is so important that you go to the ball rather than the ball coming to you.

My advice would be to stand a meter back from where you would like to hit the ball and move forward into 
the shot with little or no backswing but with a complete shoulder turn.

That will help you redirect the server’s power and make it easier to direct away from net player.

Looking forward to seeing you on the courts 

Andy Mackechnie



 

Welcome to Floreat Park Tennis Academy and the coaching programme at Floreat Park Tennis Club. The 
Coaching Team is made up of Andy Mackechnie, Justin Manaf, Peter Crossman, Nick Bertelli, Alex Slaidins and 
Jackie Yip. 
 

SERVICES 
 

 Junior Coaching for all standards    
 Court Hire: Casual and Permanent, Day & Night 
 Club Membership and Sponsorship 
 Private Lessons: Individual and Packages 
 Tennis Events and Corporate Days 
 Adult Group Coaching 
 Cardio Tennis & Tennis Workout Classes 
 

JUNIOR COACHING PROGRAMME 
 

Term 4, 2019 Coaching Programme – 9 Weeks starting Monday 14th October, 2019 
Class Type Days Available Time Cost (Inc. GST) 

LITTLE CHAMPS 1 MONDAY-THURDAY 

SATURDAY 

3:45-4:30pm 

8:15-9:00am &  

10-10:45am 

$140 

LITTLE CHAMPS 2 MONDAY-THURSDAY 

SATURDAY 

3:45-4:30pm 

8:15-9:00am &  

10-10:45am 

$140 

JUNIOR CLASS 1 MONDAY-THURSDAY 

SATURDAY 

4:30-5:30pm 

9-10am 

$200 

JUNIOR CLASS 2 MONDAY-THURSDAY 

SATURDAY 

4:30-6pm 

10-11:30am 

$230 

DEVELOPMENT 

SQUAD 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 

SATURDAY 

4:30-6pm 

10-11:30am 

$230 

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLINICS 
CLINIC 1                                                                            CLINIC 2 

Monday 30th September- Friday 4th October                    Monday 7th - Friday 11th October 
LITTLE CHAMPS 9-10:30am 

$22 per DAY or $100 per WEEK 
Includes morning tea 

JUNIOR CLINIC A -9 to 12noon 
$38 per DAY or $175 per WEEK 

Includes morning tea 
JUNIOR CLINIC B – 9 to 3pm 

$60 per DAY or $300 per WEEK 
Includes morning tea, lunch NOT provided 

 

Club Professional: Andy Mackechnie 
Floreat Park Tennis Club 

Cnr The Boulevard and Selby Streets, Floreat 
Contact Andy: 0450 040 960 or Proshop: 9387 3200 

Email: info@floreatparktennisacademy.com 
Website: www.floreatparktennisacademy.net  

Mailing Address: PO Box 46, Scarborough WA 6922 
 

 Pro Shop with new Racquets and Equipment 
 Early Bird special of a 10% discount  before Friday 

27th September 
 Re-stringing and Racquet Repairs 
 Before School Coaching (Wembley Primary School and West 

Leederville Primary School) 



Early Bird special 10% off when you PAY before Friday 27th September, 2019. 

CLASS DESCRIPTION 

Little Champs 1 (red ball) 
This class is designed for players who are playing tennis for the fist time, with a balance of basic technique 
and movement along with fun games. It’s a great way for your Little Champs to begin their Tennis Journey. 
Little Champs 2 (red/orange ball) 
This class is designed for players who have either progressed from LC1 or have had some basic tennis 
teaching. 
It will focus on footwork and control of both forehand and backhand and introduce the basic serving 
technique.  
Junior Class 1 (orange ball) 
This class is designed for players who have progressed from LC 2 and will focus on control of tennis ball in a 
rally situation. It will also introduce correct scoring and volley technique. 
Junior Class 2 (green ball) 
This class is designed for players who are now able to keep a rally going consistently and will focus on 
introducing spins, more advanced footwork and basic match play strategy. 
Development Squad (green/yellow ball) 
This class is designed for players who are playing pennants and will focus on technique to increase power 
and control on all shots. It will also introduce basic doubles strategy. 
 
 

Junior Social Tennis will also resume on Friday 18th  

This is a free session for all Floreat Park TC Junior Members and will be organised Matchplay from 4-6pm 

 

 

 

 

ENROLMENT FORM: Term 4, 2019 
STUDENT INFORMATION 

Name: __________________________________     Address: ____________________________    Postcode: _______ 

Telephone: ______________________________    Student School:  ______________________ 

Email:  __________________________________ 

DOB:  ___________________________________    Medical Condition: ____________________ 

Class: ___________________________________    Day: ______________________  Time: _____________________ 

 

*Please note: Lesson cancellation: a ‘No Show’ or ‘late cancellation’ fee may apply.  

PAYMENT: Electronic transfer to: BSB 016305, Act No. 471 266 166, Act Name Andrew Mackechnie  



TENNIS Holiday 
Clinics   

CLINIC 1                                                                            CLINIC 2 
Monday 30th September- Friday 4th October                    Monday 7th - Friday 11th 

October 
LITTLE CHAMPS 9-10:30am 

$22 per DAY or $100 per WEEK 
Includes morning tea 

JUNIOR CLINIC A -9 to 12noon 
$38 per DAY or $175 per WEEK 

Includes morning tea 
JUNIOR CLINIC B – 9 to 3pm 

$60 per DAY or $300 per WEEK 
Includes morning tea, lunch NOT provided 

 For all enrolments Email Andy at info@floreatparktennisacademy.com 

 

 

 

ENROLMENT FORM: Holiday Clinic 
STUDENT INFORMATION 

Name: __________________________________     Address: ____________________________    Postcode: _______ 

Telephone: ______________________________    Student School:  ______________________ 

Email:  __________________________________ 

DOB:  ___________________________________    Medical Condition: ____________________ 

Class: ___________________________________    Day: ______________________  Time: _____________________ 

 

*Please note: Lesson cancellation: a ‘No Show’ or ‘late cancellation’ fee may apply.  

PAYMENT: Electronic transfer to: BSB 016305, Act No. 471 266 166, Act Name Andrew Mackechnie  

 

 

 



Andy’s Social Events Update 
FPTC social events program will be envied by all the tennis clubs in WA!

Monthly Mug - First Sunday of the month

Next month’s Monthly Mug will be held on Sunday 6 October.
Members and non-members are all welcome to play. 
Cost is $20 for members and $25 for non-members.
Play gets underway at 2.30pm so get down early at 2pm to put your name down and a warm-up.
There are always great prizes to be won and the opportunity to have “The Mug” sit proudly in your trophy 
cupboard!
Stay on afterwards for a friendly yarn and a bite to eat. The bar is open which provides an excellent range of 
refreshing alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks at very competitive prices.

Games Night - last Friday of the month

The Games Night are very well organised and offer a chance to show off skills other than tennis.
There are a variety of games including basketball hoops, putting and chipping golf balls, bowling cricket, giant 
Jenga, darts and table tennis. It is all rounded off by a short quiz.
There is a lot of spirited teasing and banter which all contributes to lots of fun and laughing. (very good for 
the abdominal muscles!) 
The next Games Night is on Friday 25 October beginning at 7.00pm. No need to get a team together as Andy 
organises that for you too!! Just get down to the club!! Prizes and vouchers to be won.

Battle of the Coaches

Here is just another concept Andy and the club coaches have come up with to provide more competition and 
social fun within the club – BATTLE OF THE COACHES!! 
(see flyer following for more details).
To be held on Sunday 13 October from 4.30pm to 7.00pm.
Choose to be on one of our amazing coaches’ team – Andy, Rob, Justin or Peter
A not to be missed coaches exhibition doubles match and a BBQ will follow play.
To be part of the action and pick your team either
email Andy – info@floreatpartktennisacademy.com of sms 0450 040 960.
There is also an envelope at the reception desk at the club to write your name down the old fashioned way!
Cost is Members $20 and Non Members $25
Every one is welcome to play or come along and enjoy the tennis.



MONTHLY MUG WINNERS

  

JULY PHIL SEALY

SEPTEMBER LUCY CREGAN

AUGUST JACKIE YIP



BATTLE of ThE CoAChEs 
 

Pick a coach and represent his team in a collection of Doubles matches. 

 

Each team will play against the other teams 

 

2 rounds of matches (25 mins) against each team 

1 Point for every match won 

 

Team with most points wins 

 

BBQ and an exhibition Fast4 Doubles with all the coaches to enjoy after play (included in price) 

TEAM JUSTIN                                                                                                                       TEAM PETER 

TEAM ROB                                              TEAM ANDY 

 

 

DATE: sUNDAY 13Th oCToBER 

 

TIME: 4.30pM – 7pM 

 

CosT: MEMBERs   $20 NoN MEMBERs $25 

 

 

PLACES ARE LIMITED SO BOOK EARLY BY SPEAKING TO 
ONE OF THE COACHES OR SMS ANDY 0450 040 960 

 
IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS YOU MAY NOT BE WITH THE COACH THAT YOU SIGNED UP WITH 



SATURDAY WINTER PENNANTS REPORT
This past winter the club entered a team in Division 9 Saturday afternoon pennants. We had 
another successful season playing 10 matches in a 6 team field for 4 wins, 3 losses and 3 washouts 
finishing 4th overall.

Finishing in the top 4 meant we qualified for the semi-finals and played Ocean Ridge away in 
week 1. After a strong start from Thomas Smyth who won his singles rubber our other three guys 
unfortunately went down in close results. Thomas and Patrick managed to win their doubles rubber 
but Paul and Anthony lost a thriller in a match tiebreaker. Congrats to Ocean Ridge who were too 
good and went through to the grand final.

As always through the winter we had strong contributions every week from Patrick Berg, Thomas 
Smyth and Anthony Quahe. These guys have been the glue of our team for the last couple of 
years.

 I thank them all and look forward to more pennants this coming summer.

Paul Courtis 
Team Captain 



   Property Report
     Philip Nadebaum





   Social Report
     Denise Cramer

The third quarter of the year has once again gone very quickly!!  I spent July, with 
13 others, trying to play tennis on soggy, sandy, slippery courts in Nairn, Scotland! I 
very quickly came to appreciate our beautiful dry courts and not having to play whilst 
raining! August though traditionally wet had some lovely weather for tennis, especially 
for pennant finals! And of course Spring September has been excellent for tennis and 
the Club Bar has been buzzing after tennis on a Saturday.

This year’s FPTC Quiz Night was held on September 7th and was again a testing time for 
“trivia-heads”. Michelle Kelly is to be congratulated for once again producing a variety 
of very challenging quiz questions! Many thanks to Rookie Northwood for producing 
the Power point presentation, to Ramesh for operating the slide show, to Garry Briggs 
for scoring and to Fred Santich for doing a great job as MC.  Eight tables vied for first 
prize and it was a tight finish for 1st and 2nd with Sally Keady’s table coming in second 
this year. I do think Jan Yeo’s table would have won first prize for “nibbles of the night” 
as I know I certainly had food envy when I looked at the spread on their table!  Many, 
many thanks to the wonderful bar staff of John Lemmon, Ryan Anderson and Marie-
Claire and also to Anne, Jan, Mike, Ramesh, Fred and Michelle for your help in setting 
up on Saturday morning.

Our last Play N Stay was a Curry Night held on June 29th and was a great success. 
Three different curries were prepared by the Social Committee and members devoured 
and compared and soaked up every last morsel. So make sure you make it to the Club 
on Saturday October 19th for our next Play N Stay. Menu TBC so stay tuned!

Also another reminder to keep Saturday December 7th free for our annual Club 
Christmas party! 

Denise

Quiz Night First Place Quiz Night Second Place



getting to know you...  

JIMMY MACKECHNIE 
(Andy’s Dad)

Where do you live
Nairn, Scotland. My coaching career has taken me to London, New Hampshire, Edinburgh, 
Perth, Glasgow and Nairn.

> 
Where did you grow up.

2. Until the age of 12 I lived in Fife, Scotland, a mining community where Football was 
the main sport.
The family then moved to Perth which gave me more opportunities as far as sport was 
concerned.

> 
What are your earliest tennis memories
3. We would spend our Summer holidays at my Grandparents hotel in Elie, Fife. There 
were public tennis courts along with a golf course at the Sports Club which my brother 
and I would use. First played around my 9th birthday.

> 
Did you play other sports growing up
4. Football was my first sport and at 15 signed for the local professional cl
> 
> What has been your greatest achievement in your playing career
6. Individually :- Playing for Scotland and winning Scottish titles at Over 40, 45, 50 and 
55. Couldn’t do 60 as was requiring hip surgery.
Team :- Winning the Scottish Cup which was open to all clubs in Scotland, with Andy in 
the team too, 1997. We are the only family in Scotland 
that has had a father and son in the same team twice !! 
My Grandfather and Uncle were in the winning team in 
1925.

> 
When did you begin to coach tennis
7. Started coaching professionally at 21.

On the final Friday of our stay in Nairn those of us who were 
no longer in the tournament were more than compensated with 
some drills sessions conducted by Jimmy Mackechnie and his wife 
Tanya. These were held on the courts of the stunning Golf View 
Hotel which has panoramic views out over the Moray Firth which 
sometimes made it difficult to not just stop and stare at the beauty 
of Scotland.
The courts surface was a type of “sprayed on rubber granules” 
which made the ball bounce quite challenging to say the least. They 
were very strikingly painted in purple and green Wimbledon colours.
Our time with Jimmy was limited but he kindly indulged me by 
answering some questions by email.    

Where do you live
Nairn, Scotland. My coaching career has taken me to London, New Hampshire, Edinburgh, Perth, Glasgow 
and Nairn.

Where did you grow up
Until the age of 12 I lived in Fife, Scotland, a mining community where Football was the main sport.
The family then moved to Perth UK which gave me more opportunities as far as sport was concerned.

What are your earliest tennis memories
We would spend our summer holidays at my Grandparents hotel in Elie, Fife. There were public tennis 
courts along with a golf course at the Sports Club which my brother and I would use. I first played around 
my 9th birthday.

Did you play other sports growing up
Football was my first sport and at age 15 signed for the local professional club, St Johnstone. I also played 
golf and at 17 my handicap was 3. The difficulty was managing to play all three.

What level did you reach in your playing career (tennis)
At 18 I won Scottish Junior Championship and represented Scotland.
The same year I was invited to play in the Dewar Cup, a professional indoor event. I had the honour of 
playing the former Australian Wimbledon Champion Lew Hoad !! 
During this period I was playing professional football which proved almost impossible. 
I stopped competing through my twenties and focused more on coaching.

What has been your greatest achievement in your playing career
 Individually :- Playing for Scotland and winning Scottish titles at Over 40, 45, 50 and 55. I couldn’t do 60 
as I was requiring hip surgery.
Team :- Winning the Scottish Cup which was open to all clubs in 
Scotland, with Andy in the team too, 1997. 
We are the only family in Scotland that has had a father and son 
in the same team twice !! My Grandfather and Uncle were in the 
winning team in 1925.

When did you begin to coach tennis
I started coaching professionally at 21.



What has been your greatest achievement in your coaching career
On the performance side was coaching Elena Baltacha from the age of 9 - 16 when she was British Junior 
No 1 and then became British Women’s No 1 at 18.

In more general terms the number of people I’ve helped to improve and enjoy the game and also the 
number of Juniors I’ve coached who have become tennis coaches themselves. 
 
At what age did you see potential in Andy and did his brothers display the same playing 
ability and enthusiasm
Our house in Perth was next to the Tennis Club and Andy would stand and look out at the courts from an 
early age. Both his brothers started with me from age 5 and George won a Scottish Doubles title before 
going on to concentrate on golf.

Andy’s big asset was his movement and his ability to mimic, which he did with great success building his 
game around that of Andre Agassi, his idol.

What occupies your time now that you are semi-retired?
Walking and trying to regain my ability to play after shoulder surgery.
I am hoping to compete in some Vets events in the next few years.

Any plans of visiting Perth in the future
It would be lovely to see where Andy coaches and see the other Perth. Maybe there will be a Vets event I 
can come to !!  

In your opinion, who was the better player - you or Andy? (We have heard Andy's side)
Think I’d rather not go there, safe to say I’ve always enjoyed watching Andy play, maybe not the early 
years though. I’m particularly proud of his coaching achievements, going to a new country and making 
such a success of his life.

Finally, do you have a tennis tip to share with the club members please
 a) Improve your weaknesses but make your strengths stronger.
 b) Master the ball, that’s what hurts you, not the opponent.
 c) Look for the weakness in the opponents game and play on it, as much as possible.

Post Script:
Tanya and Jimmy had organised the tournament for 8 years and Jimmy had first played in the tournament 
42 years ago.

Jimmy and Andy Mackechnie’s names appear 
many times on many trophies in Nairn. 
This is a list of Jimmy’s accomplishments.

• 5 Men’s singles titles, 
• 8 Men’s doubles titles - 5 in a row 
           playing with Andy, 
• 2 Mixed titles. 

Jimmy rates his most important title being the 
Men’s Handicap Doubles he won with Andy. It 
must be because Andy was only 10 years old 
at the time.

Jimmy, Paul (Tournament Director) and Andy



Where do you live
Nairn, Scotland. My coaching career has taken me to London, New Hampshire, Edinburgh, 
Perth, Glasgow and Nairn.

> 
Where did you grow up.

2. Until the age of 12 I lived in Fife, Scotland, a mining community where Football was 
the main sport.
The family then moved to Perth which gave me more opportunities as far as sport was 
concerned.

> 
What are your earliest tennis memories
3. We would spend our Summer holidays at my Grandparents hotel in Elie, Fife. There 
were public tennis courts along with a golf course at the Sports Club which my brother 
and I would use. First played around my 9th birthday.

> 
Did you play other sports growing up
4. Football was my first sport and at 15 signed for the local professional club, St 
Johnstone. I also played golf and at 17 my handicap was 3. The difficulty was managing 
to play all three.

> 
> What level did you reach in your playing career
5. At 18 I won Scottish Junior Championship and represented Scotland.
The same year I was invited to play in the Dewar Cup, a professional indoor event. I had 
the honour of playing the former Australian Wimbledon Champion Lew Hoad !! 
During this period I was playing professional football which proved almost impossible. 
I stopped competing through my twenties and focused more on coaching.

> 
> What has been your greatest achievement in your playing career
6. Individually :- Playing for Scotland and winning Scottish titles at Over 40, 45, 50 and 
55. Couldn’t do 60 as was requiring hip surgery.
Team :- Winning the Scottish Cup which was open to all clubs in Scotland, with Andy in 
the team too, 1997. We are the only family in Scotland that has had a father and son in 
the same team twice !! My Grandfather and Uncle were in the winning team in 1925.

> 

Andy and Jimmy with the Scottish Cup - they 
played in the same team

 Andy with Perth (UK) under 14 team and Jimmy

Andy as Scottish under 12 champ Andy with Nairn trophy and Jimmy with Doubles 
trophy



Scotland trip
Wow! Scotland almost seems like a lifetime ago but going through all the photos everyone has collated 
brings the memories flooding back! There is a montage of photos on the board in the clubroom.  

                                                                                       Tanya and Jimmy

Andy daringly offered to take a team of tennis playing fanatics half way around the world to compete in the 
89th Nairn Tennis Championship in Scotland in July.  There were 14 of us including Andy – me, Paul, Anne, 
Elena, Phebe, Scott, Jan, Osmond, Michelle and Denise; also Susan and Paula from Kings Park and last 
minute inclusion Ramesh.

                        Our adventure kicked off with dinner in Glasgow at Andy’s mate’s restaurant.



We spent a lot of time at the tennis courts which are part of Nairn’s Sports and Community Centre; either 
competing or cheering on the others. Andy also held drills class each morning before play began. The courts 
have a sand-filled synthetic grass surface. As there were only 4 courts the tournament was run with military 
precision by tournament directors Rick and Paul. Play continued even in the rain. We must have seemed 
a bit wimpy when we declared that it was raining and how were we going to get our matches completed. 
Interestingly it was when it rained that the junior players would don a cap and not in the sun! The weather 
could be likened to Melbourne with 4 seasons in one day! With the twilight, play could easily continue 
without lights until 9pm making it difficult to remember how late it was.

There were many talented juniors from all over Scotland who played up into the Senior divisions. I was 
heard to say on just a few occasions – “Bloody juniors” as they walloped down another sizzling forehand 
with little effort.

There were oodles more things to do other than tennis – exploring beautiful Nairn, visiting local historic sites 
such as Loch Ness and Cawdor Castle and getting to know the natives. I know you wont be surprised but we 
did make our presence known around Nairn. We could have been likened to a circus coming to town with 
people asking “are you one of the Aussies?” We were very warmly welcomed everywhere we went.
When it comes to our performances on the tennis court we did have some successes. We had no idea of the 
competition and as previously mentioned the junior players were a force to be reckoned with. It was very 
exciting to watch them play.

To say that we all got along 100% for 100% of the time would be dishonest. But to say that we had a lotta 
lotta laughs – correction -  a lotta lotta lotta laughs would be an understatement! We went to Scotland and 
won over the Scots in Nairn not just on the tennis court but in the karaoke bar (?) We were the Aussies from 
DownUnder and Andy’s protégé’s and it was a wonderful experience.

An enormous “THANK YOU” to Andy for his courage to chaperone us and for all the organising – transfers, 
accommodation, entries and sightseeing, etc, etc. Huge appreciation to Mary, Andy’s mum and Donna her 
cousin who immediately welcomed us and couldn’t be more helpful. They helped out with transporting us, 
provided welcome packs and were a wealth of information.

 It was easy to see that Andy is Nairn’s (and Mary’s) favourite son.

Donna, Ramesh and Mary



Results:
Womens Singles HC
3/4 Anne Hales
3/4 Paula Dewhurst

Womens Doubles HC
1st Denise Cramer and Jan Yeo

Mixed Doubles HC
3/4 Ramesh Anbanantham and Denise Cramer
3/4 Andy Mackechnie and Paula Dewhurst

40+ Mens Doubles
1st Scott Bulloch and Osman Hadziomerovic
2nd Paul Courtis and Ronnie Edwards (no relation to 
editor)

40+ Womens Doubles
3/4 Paula Dewhurst and Susan Tay

45+ Mixed Doubles
2nd Scott Bulloch and Denise Cramer

This is the real Andy’s real Mum!

All the winners



This is your club magazine: all material such as social/action photos, articles, junior and senior team photos and 
reports are very welcome.

If members do not want their photograph to be published in Topspin please contact the editor. 

editor@floreatparktennisclub.org.au
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ANDY’S NEW ASSISTANT

Another goodie from Peter Garvey.



SKIN CHECK DOCTOR  We are a boutique skin cancer clinic specialising in early detection 
and management of skin cancers.  Our medical director DrGlenn Liew has been involved in skin 
cancer since 1996 and is fully certified for dermatoscopy and skin cancer surgery. 
At SCD we offer a unique personalised service where our doctor performs all Total Body Skin 
Checks, biopsies and excisions so there is always total continuity of care. We have been 
endorsed by Melanoma WA for the level of service that we provide.  
For all skin check appointments with Dr Liew please call 61610661. 
SCD offers all full members of Floreat Park Tennis Club a 10% discount on 
Total Body Skin Checks!

Having founded Abel McGrath, and after 13 years of phenomenal growth and award-
winning success, I am proud to announce our re-brand. Abel McGrath the Property 
People, Leederville and Subiaco and now Cottesloe, will now be simply Abel Property. 
Our merger with Olifents real estate in Cottesloe, allows us to fully service the greater 
Western Suburbs and beyond. 

We are in the People business. Yes we sell and manage property, but it is our passion 
and skill for working with real people -sellers, buyers, landlords and tenants, that set 
us apart. We truly believe that our success can 
only be achieved through your success. YOU are 
the hero of our story.
www.abelproperty.com.au



PETER TAYLOR DIAMONDS   Peter Taylor has been working in the diamond industry for 
over 30 years. In the early 1980 ‘s he started his diamond career as a cleaver of diamonds 
in Antwerp, Belgiuim. He later was engaged as a buyer of rough diamonds in Zaire, buying 
substancial qualities of both gem and industrial diamonds. Specialises in White Diamonds, 
Coloured Diamonds and Jewellery.
0418 883 936   peter@petertaylordiamonds.com.au

WEST COAST AUDIOLOGY, Wembley Downs is an independent hearing service established 
in 2006 with the goal of offering independent, superior quality, professional hearing services 
with care, dedication, enthusiasm, honesty and integrity.  Our services are provided in a state 
of the art clinic which is equipped with the highest level sound booths, latest diagnostic testing 
technology, and latest hearing aid fitting and verification tools.  Being independent allows our 
highly trained university trained Audiologists to provide superior hearing aid products and 
services.  Please call for more information or phone 9245 5455 for 
an appointment. GP referrals and self-referrals are welcome.
West Coast Audiology 
Crestwood Building, U6-23 Bournemouth Cres., 
Wembley Downs WA 6019. www.westcoastaud.com.au

WA LAND COMPENSATION specialise in the assessment 
and negotiation of land and property compensation for 
private land owners. WA Land Compensation values its 
clients and their property and is dedicated to obtaining fair 
compensation in a prompt and professional manner.  
www.fergusonfforde.com.au


